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probably for the last time in Ireland, unrecognised, and he
was able to make his way into Court without difficulty :
indeed, Mr. Dillon asked him politely if he were the resident
magistrate. He had driven over in a car from Fermoy, as it
had been impossible to book a room for the Crown counsel
at Mitchelstown. When the carman saw the excited crowds
in the latter town he whispered to Carson, <c This is a
dangerous business^ your honour. Do you mind if I throw
up my cap and say, c Three cheers for William O'Brien ' ? "
" Not in the least," said the young Crown counsel, and
the man did so.
At half-past twelve a tall, lean figure, which was to
become so well known to the South of Ireland, rose in Court,
and said : " May I ask you, will you constitute the Court
under the Crimes Act?" One of the magistrates, Mr. Eaton,
agreed, but, when Carson looked round, there was no sign
of the prisoners who were on bail. Carson then applied for
warrants for the prisoners3 arrest. " What about a warrant
for an M.P. when the House is sitting ? 3> asked Mr- Eaton
nervously.
** It makes no matter," replied Carson, and told them why,
The warrants were granted, and the Court adjourned. After
the adjournment, a fearful riot began : the crowd hurled
themselves on the police, pelting them with stones, and
injuring several severely ; the latter formed solid square,
and tried to keep their assailants back without firing, but the
crowd, numbering 1,500, armed with sticks and missiles,
compelled the police to fall back. The crowd then broke
every window in the police barracks, and clearly meant
to sack them. Under the greatest provocation the police,
as they retired, fired a volley : one man was shot dead
and another fell mortally wounded. A scene of the
wildest confusion followed, and the distinguished English
visitors, such as Labouchere, began to appreciate the
predicament to which their love of Irish freedom had
brought them : Labouchere, for one, took refuge in a shop
which opened its doors to him, and hid under the counter,
it is said, until the crowd, shocked by the bloodshed, fell
back before the charge of an overwhelming force of police.